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Readings:  Jeremiah 28.5-9; Psalm 89.1-4; 15-18; Romans 6.12-23; Matthew 10.40-42 
 

Our commission to talk to, listen to, and be compassionate to people 
 
At Pentecost, 2 weeks ago, Barbara reminded us that Jesus in his commission, sends his disciples 
out, into the far from peaceful world, in the power of the Holy Spirit. And she reminded us that we 
too must go out – with intent – as suggested at the end of each service to “go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord”. 
 
To put today’s gospel reading from Matthew chapter10 into the Pentecost context, we first look 
back through chapters 8 and 9 where we find a recorded period of intense activity by Jesus. Healing 
the man with leprosy, the paralysed servant of the centurion, Peter’s mother in law suffering from 
fever, many who were demon possessed, he calms the storm, transferred demons from two men into 
the herd of pigs, healed a paralytic, he calls Matthew to follow him, he heals a sick woman of her 
issue, revives a young girl, two blind men regain their sight, a demon possessed mute has his speech 
restored.  
 
Here we see Jesus determined in setting examples to his disciples so that they are aware of what is 
expected of them when they are commissioned in chapter 10.  Here Jesus is deliberately going out 
to people; he is meeting them where they are and helping them overcome the problems they are 
experiencing in their lives; the issues that have pushed them to the edge of community. Some of 
these events may have been exaggerated and embellished in the gospels to maximize their impact 
on the reader, as this was a common way of making people take notice.  What is truly miraculous in 
all of these events is the overwhelming self-giving, the empowering love and compassion that Jesus 
shows for others. Jesus attitude toward others was completely out of character in society at that 
time; as a result it was this deliberate and uncompromising humanity that stood him apart from all 
other men, it amazed people, it demanded much attention then, and it still does today.  
 
Today’s reading is from the tail end of chapter 10 of Matthew; the earlier part of the chapter focuses 
on the commission of Jesus to the 12 disciples in which these directions given are:- 

• Preach the message;  
• heal the sick,  
• raise the dead;  
• cleanse those with leprosy,  
• drive away demons.  

 
Jesus also reminds them:- 

• If no one wants to listen move on…. 
•  be on your guard ... you may get arrested. 
• I am sending you out like sheep amongst wolves. Therefore be shrewd as snakes and 

innocent as doves. 
• Don’t let family come between you and your mission. 
• A student is not above his teacher; in other words don’t get carried away with 

yourself. 
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At the end of all of this, His message in v40-42 is clear and simple  “..he who receives you receives 
me and he who receives me receives the one who sent me… “ 
 
While Matthew, Mark and Luke all have this commissioning of the disciples occurring early during 
Jesus ministry, we know from constant references throughout the gospels that the disciples 
struggled to understand much of what Jesus expected of them. Their ministries only became truly 
effective following the events of Easter and more particularly following Pentecost when they were 
empowered by the Spirit of God. This is confirmed as we read through the Acts of the Apostles 
where we see clearly, both the challenges and the growth of the early church, stimulated, 
empowered and enlivened through the gift of the Spirit.   
 
It is important to note the disciples were simply common people like you and I; they were not 
scholars, they were not wealthy and could bribe or unduly influence others to follow them. They 
were not of superior rank or office, and could not compel people to believe. They were just plain 
every day people, of good sense, of fair character, of honesty, and with favourable opportunities to 
speak about the events which they witnessed. Their message was believed by many; especially 
when they demonstrated they were willing to sacrifice their lives to prove their sincerity. 

Jesus most likely choose them early in his ministry, in order that they might fully know him; might 
treasure up his instructions, and observe his attitudes and manner of life, so that, with that 
knowledge, they might be able to testify to his identity and be competent witnesses of his ministry 
of love and compassion.  
 
It is interesting, if not rather curious, that in v 5 Jesus clearly instructs his disciples not to go among 
the gentiles and the Samaritans but to focus their attention on their own community. That same 
commission that Jesus gave to his disciples he is also giving to us, for we too, the St Mark’s family, 
are expected to go out and about witnessing as disciples in our local community.  
 
For too many years the church generally focused on remote mission opportunities, sometimes, if not 
always, to the total neglect of the local community; expecting them to automatically come to church 
as they did 100 years ago.  We need to recognize times have changed and those days are gone 
forever. Matthew’s gospel is a timely reminder that both then and now we must not lose focus of 
ministering to our own community; we need to acknowledge if we let our core membership 
continue to decline, then our ability for any broader mission will automatically follow into decline. 
 
We need to ask ourselves, when was the last time you or I encouraged someone to come to church 
or a regular event here at St Mark’s?  Either as a friend, a neighbour, a stranger you met, or in one 
of the non-church groups you regularly attend. It is something most of us ignore or find excuses for 
not doing, like: 

• I’m too busy; 
• I’m not comfortable with doing that; 
• others are better at that than me; 
• I never know what to say 

 
Communicating is not expected to be a theological discussion it can be as simple as introducing 
yourself, becoming engaged in conversation, letting them know you are member of St Mark’s here 
in South Hurstville. It is a simple process of making friends, caring about a stranger, making a 
connection with someone who might be going through similar experiences to you. 
 
You could offer them one of our booklets or DVD’s so they can see we have a broad range of 
activities with names and contact numbers.  
Subject to their response you could ask if there is anything that we could do to assist them, or invite 
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them for a coffee or better still, to a service. 
 
Unlike the original disciples, we will not get arrested, nor thrown in prison nor flogged.  
We might get a ‘no thanks’ or even a ‘go away’ but more likely, we find a ‘thanks I’ll think about 
it’.  
 
(there are plenty of booklets and DVD’s available for distribution in the narthex for all to use). 
 
That same message Jesus gave his disciples He has given to us  ..in v26…he tells us ..“do not be 
afraid”…... And he encourages us with  …v 40   “any one who welcomes you welcomes me, and 
anyone who welcomes me is welcoming the father who sent me.”  
 
Today’s reading concludes with this important advice:-  How much we love God can be measured 
by how well we treat and care for others. Jesus simple example of giving a cup of water to a thirsty 
child is a clear and simple example of unselfish service. In giving to a child you know that they 
normally won’t, or can’t return you a favour. 
 
Jesus didn’t wait for people to come to him, he deliberately went out and met people where they 
were..…he went to them…….he spent his time helping them overcome the problems in their 
life….…he ate with them…………he talked to them…… he listened to them……..he showed 
compassion and love……..Jesus has revealed, to us and for us, the results of complete 
humanity……… we are expected to do the same. 
 
How hard do we want to continue to try to make out our commission to be;  
let’s: 

• Talk to people; 
• Listen to people; 
• Show compassion and love; 

 
Let us all follow Jesus example and seek to become truly human; to become the people God wants 
us to be.   We are His disciples, therefore let us show it by how we live our lives and care for others 
in our community. 
 

________________________________- 


